THE     BATTLE    OF    THE    STRAITS
will of God, knows that lie can rely upon our hearts and
strength. General Franco is with us,"
Although the transportation of troops and war materials
continued, including complete batteries, in aeroplanes that
dominated Seville and Jerez, and an occasional risky passage
of Legionnaires in feluccas, General Franco considered it
possible to transport the major portion by water. And, in
effect, he planned to organize a convoy protected by the
gunboat Daio and a detachment of aeroplanes.
He submitted the project to the study and advice of some
military leaders and naval experts, who rejected it from
the very beginning, deeming it unfeasible. To defy the Red
fleet with a few merchant ships escorted by a gunboat,
appeared to them to be a rash act with little possibility of
success which might cost them dearly.
But the general insisted and argued his plan, rejecting
the objections of the leaders and experts as inacceptable and
inexact, on the grounds that they reasoned from false
premises; namely, that they conceded to the Red fleet the
power and effectiveness of a fleet under normal conditions,
calculating on the basis of tonnage and guns, whereas,
in Franco's opinion, those ships without officers or a regu-
lated command were mere shadows, and their offensive
power was only in outward appearance> lacking effectiveness.
He defended his project with such earnest determination
that he succeeded in carrying it out. As a result prepara-
tions were made for the convoy, which was to be one of the
most brilliant feats of the war. The convoy left Ceuta in the
early afternoon of August 5. It consisted of five trans-Medi-
terranean ships carrying 3,000 men, Regulars and Legion-
nairesj two batteries, 2,000,000 cartridges, twelve tons of
dynamite, and 3,000 shells.
The ships got under way, and their progress was
followed with the greatest curiosity, for everyone knew the